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HIS   INTEREST   IN   POLITICS.
and history and natural sciencel. He also took a lively interest in politics. He was among the young supporters of the Anti-slavery Convention, and advocated the Measure for abolishing subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles, while admiring as statesmen Canning, Peel, and the Duke of Wellington. England was in a state of ferment with the hope or dread of the Reform Bill. Farms were fired, ricks were burnt, and " sanguine Lazarus felt a vacant hand Fill" with the rich man's purse. In the poem addressed to Mary Boyle my father tells how he helped to " hand the bucket from the well," and to quench a conflagration in a homestead near Cambridge.
At one of these farm fires he heard a countryman saying, " Now we shall get our taters cheaper." " You fools," said my father, although he largely sympathized with the labourers in their demands, "you are all going the way to make taters dearer." Some undergraduates with over-zeal began to pull down the farmer's house in order to help him to preserve the materials from fire. The poor man held them back, comically but naturally remonstrating, " Leave me, sirs, I pray you, the little property that the fire has spared! "
My father's note-book contains these unpublished lines:
I, loving  Freedom for herself,
And much of that which is her form, Wed to no faction in the state,
A voice before the storm, I  mourn in spirit when   I  think
The year, that comes, may come with shame, Lured by the cuckoo-voice that loves
To babble its own name.
That "deep chord which Hampden smote" pulsed
1 " I kept a tame snake in my rooms.    I liked to watch his wonderful sinuosities on the carpet.11   A. T.